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Feb. 14: The newspaper El Diario de Hoy published a communique attributed to the Planning
Ministry which accused the Catholic Church's legal aid office, Tutela Legal, of developing an
"organic structure" for the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN). Planning Minister
Mirna Lieva denied that the communique was officially released by the ministry, and offered
apologies to the San Salvador Archdiocese. Feb. 15: Francisco Guerrero, private secretary to
President Alfredo Cristiani and Nationalist Republican Alliance (ARENA) leader, reiterated the
accusation against Tutela Legal. Guerrero asserted that the agency was working in conjunction
with other humanitarian organizations and political opposition parties in a smear campaign against
the government. Feb. 17: In his traditional Sunday sermon, Auxiliary Bishop of San Salvador
Gregorio Rosa Chavez, denied the accusations, asserting that Tutela Legal "carries out a resolute
and generous service" for persons who have been damaged by the war. Verbal attacks against
members of the Catholic Church hierarchy have escalated since Archbishop Arturo Rivera publicly
stated that the military was responsible for the Jan. 21 massacre of civilians in Ayutuxtepeque.
Rosa Chavez said accusations against Tutela Legal would likely continue, but that the Church was
committed to maintaining the office. Tutela Legal was founded in May 1982, as a "place of hope
and respect for all pain, without distinctions of race, class, social condition, political opinions or
ideologies." Feb. 18: The independent Salvadoran Human Rights Commission (CDHES) submitted
a report to the UN Human Rights Commission in Geneva on what the commission describes as a
pre-election propaganda campaign engineered by the National Republican Alliance (ARENA) party
to quash the political opposition. The CDHES asserted that the Planning Ministry, the newspaper
El Diario de Hoy, the armed forces, and ARENA television ads are attempting to portray all sectors
of society who do not support government policies as FMLN allies. The report said, "This offensive
propaganda campaign composed of threats against civic and humanitarian organizations, can only
be interpreted as setting the stage for continued aggression against the political opposition." The
CDHES noted that expressions of hostility have progressively become more open, suggesting that
the government will escalate repression against anyone deemed to be a threat. (Basic data from AFP,
02/17/91; EFE, 02/18/91)
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